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Abstract 

 African lives during the post- independent era were identified by a great deal 

of political disillusionment and social corruption, autocracy, foreign-dominated 

economy, and other social problems concerning ethnicity, religion, culture, and 

identity. In order to restore the social basis of African society, many African writers 

try to prescribe specific remedies that may help in regaining Africa’s political 

stability and economic prosperity. Hence, this study is specifically interested in the 

social transformation in the African society. It draws on two works belonging to two 

prominent writers of Postcolonial African Literature:  Ngugi Wa Thiong’o’s Petals 

of Blood (1977) and Chinua Achebe’s Anthills of the Savannah (1987). The study 

aims to explore the political ideologies of both writers analyzing and discussing their 

plans for social transformation. For that purpose, a comparison between Ngugi’s and 

Achebe’s views is to be undergone in order to examine the significance of their 

opposing ideas. The study deals with the two novels within the framework of 

Marxist Approach. 
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Résumé 

            vies africaines au cours de l'ère post-indépendante ont été identifiées par une 

grande partie de la désillusion politique et la corruption sociale, l'autocratie, 

économie dominée à l'étranger, et d'autres problèmes sociaux concernant l'origine 

ethnique, la religion, la culture et l'identité. Afin de restaurer la base sociale de la 

société africaine, de nombreux écrivains africains tentent de prescrire des remèdes 

spécifiques qui peuvent aider à retrouver l'Afrique de la stabilité politique et la 

prospérité économique. Par conséquent, cette étude est particulièrement intéressée à 

la transformation sociale dans la société africaine. Il se fonde sur deux œuvres 

appartenant à deux grands écrivains de la littérature africaine postcoloniale: Pétales 

de sang  de Ngugi wa Thiong'o (1977) et Les Termitières de la savane de Chinua 

Achebe (1987). L'étude vise à explorer les idéologies politiques des deux écrivains 

analysant et en discutant de leurs plans pour la transformation sociale. A cet effet, 

une comparaison entre les points de vue de Ngugi et d’Achebe doit être subie afin 

d'examiner l'importance de leurs idées opposées. L'étude porte sur les deux romans 

dans le cadre de l'approche marxiste. 
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Introduction 

 Africa’s encounter with colonialism led to the distortion of its identity and to 

the appearance of several problems in African societies, from ethnic and religious 

problems to the economic dependency to the European colonialism. All of these 

crises created a kind of tension within the African society and weakened its basis. 

Hence, in order to reestablish this basis and cause an overall transformation in 

African society, Chinua Achebe in Anthills of the Savannah and Ngugi wa Thiong’o 

in Petals of Blood recommend their solutions, though each holds different views 

from the other.     

 My research questions that need to be addressed are: What are the 

similarities and differences between the ideologies of Achebe and Ngugi? What are 

the solutions proposed by both writers? How social transformation manifests in both 

works. 

In their Intellectuals and African Development (2006), Björn Beckman and 

Gbemisola Adeoti examine the ideology of Ngugi Wa Thiong’o and Chinua Achebe 

regarding social transformation. They found that their opposing views led to the 

emergence of Third Path. Also, M.S.C Okolo tackles the same points and at the end 

she concludes that Chinua Achebe and Ngugi Wa Thiong’o differed from each other 

partially in the issue of social transformation. In the same context, we recommend 

the comparison between the two writers in regard with social transformation to aid in 

promoting the thinking of African society in terms of their experience and clarifying 

the relationship between Literature and society.  

  To achieve this work, we are going to conduct a comparative study between 

two Postcolonial African novels Ngugi Wa Thiong’o’s Petals of Blood (1977) and 
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Chinua Achebe’s Anthills of the Savannah (1987). Since the main focus of the 

comparison is on the political issues, this thesis will be conducted within the 

framework of Marxist Theory. Marxist Approach is vital to this study because of its 

view of works of literature as being the product of society.  

My proposed dissertation is supposedly organized into three chapters. The 

first chapter entitled Historical Background of Ngugi and Achebe is devoted for a 

discussion of the historical and social backgrounds of Ngugi Wa Thiong’o and 

Chinua Achebe. The second chapter under the title of the oppressor and the 

oppressed in Petals of Blood and Anthills of the Savannah will serve to show how 

Petals of Blood and Anthills of Savannah function in relation to social 

transformation. In the third chapter, Prescribing Remedies for Battered Continent we 

will make a comparative analysis of the perspectives of both writers in the selected 

works in order to find out the similarities and differences between their ideologies. 
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Chapter One                                                                                  

  Historical Background of Ngugi and Achebe   

Throughout their journey of writings, the two prominent African writers 

Ngugi Wa Thiong’o and Chinua Achebe enriched their careers with distinct 

ideologies and views. They lived different and dynamic Social, Cultural and Political 

circumstances. To put it simply the changes that Ngugi Wa Thiong’o and Chinua 

Achebe experienced resulted in the development of their ideologies and views that 

are evident in their literary works. Both writers were influenced by particular social 

and historical events that happened either in the colonial or the pre-independent 

period of their countries.  

Since the two novels Petals of Blood (1977 ) and Anthills of the Savannah 

(1987 ) were written during  the pre- independent era of the writers’ countries .The 

first chapter of the study is meant for introducing mainly the political experiences 

Ngugi Wa Thiong’o and Chinua Achebe passed in both the  colonial and the  pre- 

independent periods .  

  The influences of thinkers and writers such as Karl Marx, Frederick Engels, 

Frantz Fanon, C.R. James, Joyce Cary and T.S .Eliot upon Achebe and Ngugi 

contributed to the development of the their ideologies and views. Therefore, this 

chapter tackles also the factors and the figures that influenced the two writers in their 

journeys.  
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  Ngugi Wa Thiong’o is a Kenyan writer who belongs to a prominent tribe 

in Kenya known as Gikuyu. He lived some circumstances in his childhood and 

adolescence which included range of the most significant historical and cultural 

aspects of modern Kenya such as the struggle for independence and his Education 

in the Christian missionary school. Furthermore, Ngugi‘s family was involved in 

the independence movement of the land and freedom the (Mau Mau) which 

deeply affected Ngugi’s careers. James Stephen Robson in his thesis Ngugi Wa 

Thiong’s’s Fight Against Colonialism and Neo-colonialism: An exploration of the 

theme of betrayal, proclaims that: 

“Mau Mau" has had always a revolutionary perspectives in 

Ngugi’s writings from the revengeful Boro in Weep not Child 

to the messianic Kihika  in A Grain of Wheat to the maimed 

storekeeper  Abdullah in Petals of Blood .However , the 

clearest and most revolutionary focus of " Mau Mau" in The 

Trial of Dedan Kimathi  written by Ngugi and Miecere Mugo 

in  1974-1975. (20-21)  

Ngugi grasped the historical role of this rebellion as a war of liberation due to 

the fact that it was in the eyes of Africans as stated by Ngugi a heroic and glorious 

aspect of that mainstream. The basic objectives of Mau Mau revolutionaries were to 

drive out the Europeans, seize the government, and give back to the Kenya peasants 

their stolen Lands and property (28). He was one of the separatists of Kenyan 

African National Union (KANU) .After the independence of Kenya, Kenyatta as the 

chief of Kenyan elite takes a side against the" Mau Mau" and the leaders of  KANU 

did their best to convince people to forget it and follow Kenyatta, they tried to 
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corrupt the image of Mau Mau. In addition, because his family was a peasant, as 

stated by Ngugi himself: 

I grew up in a small village. My father with four wives had no land. 

They lived as tenants-at-will on somebody else's land. Harvests were 

ofteri poor. Sweetened tea with milk at any time of day was a luxury. 

We had one meal a day-bite in the evening.  Every day the women 

would go to their scruffy little strips of shamba. But they had faith and 

they waited. (48) 

Ngugi was interested in the situation of peasantry; he regarded them as an 

inappropriate group. He basically imitates Fanon’s understanding of peasantry both 

as the most availed group and as having the ability to several changes in the 

postcolonial states (James 28). 

In his earliest stages of his careers, Ngugi commented on the relation between 

the African writers and their history that he describes as weak. He argues that the 

historical narratives make African writers confront problems with the past instead of 

making their experiences more obvious and he suggests a turn to fiction to solve this 

problem. For him, what should be found in the Kenyan history is the struggle and 

resistance of the subaltern during and after the colonial existence in the postcolonial 

state. 

Ngugi refused any historical link with the West and according to him the most 

important element in history is resistance. He urged the need for the revision and 

reconstruction of the metanarrative of nationalist victory such as this of workers and 

peasants. In his collected essays Homecoming, he says that: 

The Kenya colonial struggle centred round the demand 

for the lost lands. Suddenly, in the course of demanding 
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this, while some died and others refused to give up, the 

Kenyan peasantry seemed to find new power. They 

rejected the missionary colonial institutions. They started 

building their own schools, and their own churches. (11) 

Ngugi “sees himself as a revolutionary and radical writer, who should be relating to 

exploited peasants” (Paolo 05). 

Moreover, in his representation of Kenyan history, Ngugi evidently shifted 

from one thought to another. That is to say from Cultural Nationalism to  the 

Socialist Revolution and this  transformation took its way because of socio-

historical conditions in Kenya .Second ,the influences on Ngugi’s thoughts by 

Marxist writers such as  Brech and Goreky specially his reading of Marx when he 

questions himself about his role in the African society and  his role in the future.  

In this context William Patrick stated, that:                                                                                                                        

  His reading of Marx would obviously provide Ngugi with 

a clearer sense of the workings of the class system analysis 

which is often absent from discussions of colonialism and 

neo-colonialism-as well as the ability to be able to assess 

how class might operate differently outside the European 

context which was the focus of Marx and Engel’s studies 

(07)            

It is evidently remarked that a Marxist view of Ngugi interacted explicitly 

with two systems of thought and belief which are the Christian and Gikuyu religions. 

Paolo Abis in his Master degree thesis in Literature entitled Class Struggle, Elitism 
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and Social Collectivism in Ngugi Wa Thinog’o Devil in the Cross: A Marxist 

Approach declares that : 

In many ways, Ngugi’s political commitment is 

reminiscent of Marxist ideology though he does not 

expressly state so in his literary essays contained in 

Homecoming (1972) and Decolonizing The Mind 

(1992). However, without any doubt, he has been 

influenced by Marxism and, above all, he displayed 

his Marxist ideology in his fiction through his 

penetrating analysis of social facts, his rejection of  

Capitalism ,and  his support for the popular masses in 

their struggle against the corrupt capitalist 

bourgeoisie and neocolonialism (03) 

  Ngugi was also influenced by the  radical third world writers such as C.R. 

James  , Frantz Fanon ,  and the  Caribbean-born C.l.R  James as well , James Ogude 

in his book Ngugi's Novels And African History: Narrating the Nation reports that : 

              Reading Fanon, in particular, must have transformed 

Ngugi’s views on a number of issues, ranging from violence 

for liberation to the nature of neo-colonialism. Fanon’s 

criticism of the national bourgeoisie and his prediction of 

their neocolonial mentality find echoes in the postcolonial 

novels of Ngugi, as does Fanon’s embracing of violence as a 

cardinal imperative in the decolonization process (10). 
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  Fanon’s influence on Ngugi took place at Leeds University after having doubts 

about the liberal politics that he was concerned with in his early works. This 

influence can be seen in Ngugi’s early essays collected in Homecoming. 

   Ngugi granted also a great value to leadership. According to him 

leadership is indeed regarded as a difficult mission in the community due to the 

power that the leader is responsible for .Ngugi asserts that most of leaders do not 

succeed in one way or another; i.e., the failing leader disillusions or betrays his 

people. Simply put, leaders should have the power of knowledge, delegated power 

of community, and the power of personality.  

  In contrast, Chinua Achebe was a writer and novelist who belongs to 

Nigeria and is regarded as a gifted and a major African writer that all African 

admire. As stated in Remembering a Legend: Chinua Achebe (2014) that:  

It was Chinua Achebe who established and defined 

the Nigerian tradition that takes its roots from our 

folk culture and creatively makes use of our 

proverbs , legends, folktales , and local myths, thus 

giving expression to our national 

culture   (Emenyoun and Nnolim 17) 

     The first and the most important concern of Chinua Achebe is cultural 

assertion and at most is what is called as Cultural Nationalism in Nigerian Literature. 

He focused on the inherent status of the Nigerian people and was interested in 

reforming the picture of the black man that is corrupted by European writers. Hence, 

“No writer paints better than Achebe the Nigerian culture and political landscape” 

(19) .In another side, he also emphasizes the Africanization of the literary work such 
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as the novel. According to Moussa Nadiaye , contrarily to some authors, Achebe 

claims for an Africanity, not only through the choice of his themes, but also via a 

penmanship which, though using English, succeeds in conveying the whole richness 

of a culture and of a language (01) . 

                Another point that is worth noting , Achebe’s belief that both artists 

and politicians have the same responsibilities to their society, and in deep 

Achebe was convinced that any political understand can be achieved by the 

novel.  Besides, Achebe in his works interrogates the relationship between the 

individual and history. Along with, Joyce Cary attracts Achebe to the context 

that Things Fall Apart can be considered as “an alternative version of Cray’s 

Mister Johnson” (Jago 18) Cary influenced Achebe in terms of the questions 

about history and society. 

                Further, Yeats and specially T.S .Eliot also influenced Achebe to a 

particular context. In an interview with Achebe at the Unterberg Poetry Center 

of the Ninety-second Street Y and in his house in New York, he confessed that:  

T. S. Eliot was quite different. I had to study him at 

Ibadan. He had a kind of priestly erudition—eloquence, 

but of a different kind. Scholarly to a fault. But I think the 

poem from which I took the title of No Longer at Ease, the 

one about the three magi, is one of the great poems in the 

English language. These people who went and then came 

back to their countries were “no longer at ease” . . . I think 

that that is great—the use of simple language, even when 

things talked about are profound, very moving, very 

poignant. So that’s really all there is to it. But you’ll 
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notice that after those first two titles I didn’t do it anymore 

(Jerome ) . 

As for the historical influences, we need to go back to the period from the 

independence of Nigeria till the day of the publication of the novel that is under 

study. There was an important event that took place in 1969-70 which is the Nigerian 

Civil War. Before going further, there were some significant events   that need 

mentioning because these events paved the way for this war such as the adoption of 

Nigeria of a Republican constitution and preferring to stay in the Commonwealth 

three years latter its independence. 

            Till 1966, some struggles over control of power portrayed the political scene 

of Nigeria .On tops of that Northerners made an alliance with Southerners against the 

Action Group that is centered in the West. In addition, it has been remarked that 

there was an existed tension within the Action Group which led to its decay and 

pushed the state to declare the coalition. The leaders were arrested and a result 

corruption spread in Nigeria and served the army in many ways. Then, the new 

provinces replaced five regions. Consequently, Northerners protested and a lot of 

Igbos were killed, and the previous four regions Hausa-Fulani (North), Yoruba 

(West), Edo, (Mid -West) and the Igbo (East) which were adjusted geographically 

were again substituted by twelve states and this became an obstacle in front of the 

Igbo in gaining the incomes. 

          Later, the government announced the independence of the     East under 

the name of Biafra .In 1967 the Federal Army interfere in Biafra and all of that 

was the starting point of the The Nigerian Civil War which left a big trace 

within the Nigerian people. As Eith Booker in his book The Chinua Achebe 
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Encyclopedia maintains that “The Nigerian Civil War exerted a profound effect 

on the subsequent development of Nigerian Literature as such, the event is 

widely regarded as a watershed in Nigerian Literary as well as political , 

history” (174). 

From another side Achebe and his family had close ties with this war. Achebe 

demonstrated his advocacy to Biafran cause. Despite the fact that he investigates 

some reasons of this conflict, he manifests his reaction directly to this war in his 

writing including stories and poems.   Achebe “ has described the Nigerian Civil 

War ( 1969-70 )  as a watershed for him , as many Nigerians , which led to radical 

rethinking about Nigeria’s past and future ” (Innes 02). 

       Likewise and notably , Chinua Achebe in his life particularly in the political 

side tended to follow one political party which seemed to have an effect on his 

ideologies , when Mallan Aminu Kano the founder of the people’s Redemption 

Party 28th, October, 1978  died  in 1983 , Achebe was directly selected to be a 

representative national president of the people’s Redemption Party , and in this 

position he continued his severe observation of Nigeria’s violent politics and was a 

stronger critic of the military dictators who obstructed and affected  the stability of 

his nation’s democratic foundation.                    

             Achebe’s total attention was centralized in the equality of leadership in 

Nigeria’s body of politics, and his efforts to involve himself in Politics to aid the 

Nigerian state to keep standing. Achebe “as a social critic stems his search for the 

right leadership for Nigerian and this informs his publication The Trouble with 

Nigeria (1983)” (19) 
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             According to Chinua Achebe there are many obstacles that led to the failure 

of leadership in Nigeria .First, Nigeria in general lacked good leadership. In other 

words, the ability of the leader to do his duties to the fullest which affects social 

justice as well as the kind of leadership can be presented in society. Subsequently, 

“Once this factor is righted, African societies will stand firmly on their feet and think 

properly with their brain” (MSC 44) .Second, according to David A. Maughan Brown 

Achebe in his most works was involved in Tribalism and ethnic politics within 

independent African states that implicitly or explicitly took part in the factors that 

led  to civil wars (3) .In addition ,Patriotism that is defined as a controlling political 

force in many African countries with poverty , exploitation and genocide ,  obstructs 

the region’s development, corruption, and the lack of discipline. 

In short, Ngugi and Achebe before writing their works that are under the 

study, they seen distinct social and historical situations that impacted their thinking 

latter. On the one hand Ngugi has been influenced by the Mau Mau and the peasant 

during the colonial period; he also changed his thoughts from nationalism to 

revolution, history and Africanization have a hand in altering his view as well as he 

has been affected by many thinkers and writers such as Frantz Fanon. 

 On the other hand, Achebe has been impacted the most important historical event in 

his country which is the Nigerian Civil War that took place in the pre-independent ear as 

such he leaned to a political party known as the people’s Redemption Party that had a 

role in his career. In addition, T.S Eliot and Joyce Cary the most prominent writers 

influenced Achebe .the last point is that Achebe had his view about leadership as 

Ngugi. 
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Chapter Two                                                                                                                  

The oppressor and the oppressed in Petals of Blood and Anthills of 

the Savannah 

 Ngugi Wa Thiong’o and Chinua Achebe have always been regarded as the 

most prominent Postcolonial African writers, who were concerned with their 

countries politics after independence .The latter was characterized by the persistence 

of Colonialist legacy whether economically, politically or socially speaking that 

resulted in the emergence of several problems within the African society. For that 

Ngugi and Achebe  wrote about these matters and suggested some solutions and 

possibilities for changing Africa for the better .These solutions manifest evidently in 

their works Petals of Blood and Anthills of the Savannah. The two writers’ 

ideologies bear distinct notions that can be captured in their works.  

Hence, our main concern in this chapter is to investigate the oppressed and 

the oppressor that are manifested by Ngugi and Achebe in Petals of blood and 

Anthills of the Savannah. So, one of our objectives will be the discussion and the 

analysis of the oppressed and the oppressor in the two novels. 

 In addition, this chapter will show how Petals of Blood and Anthills of the 

Savannah fit into these ideologies of both writers within the framework of Marxist 

approach. The latter is concerned with the ideological content of a work of literature. 

It views literature as dealing with explicit and implicit matters on culture, race, class 

and power and that its content is usually political .The chapter also relies on the  

Postcolonial approach which examines the origins, effects, and both immediate and 

long-term political, cultural, and social results of European (as well as America’s) 

colonialization of different cultures and regions of the world through the study of 
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various literary texts which depict, sometimes celebrate, and critique and disparage 

the act of colonialization. 
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Ngugi’s solution for contemporary Africa is rooted in Marxist Aesthetics; he 

bears Marxist understandings and makes himself a hero of Marxist Aesthetics. “He 

finds Marx’s articulation of political and economic philosophy suitable to his 

conviction” (Abdullahis 60) .He is one of the writers who embodied Marx’s 

aesthetics, as well as the idea that the reality of our lives is shaped in literature .He 

adds that the writer’s must is materialized in pouring his energy to the production of 

the aesthetic that he is interested in , and his job is summarized in portraying the 

struggles that society experienced whether politically, culturally , ideologically or 

economically . 

Petals of Blood is subjected to this ideology and according to Pallavi 

Bhardwaj in an article entitled The Crisis of Consciousness: Petals of Blood “,Petals 

of Blood draws attention with its keen sense of contemporary political events by 

focusing on exploitation and corruption in present day Kenya” (216). It also shapes 

the devastating  impacts of Capitalism such as the division of social classes as it is 

sympathizes with the Marxist view of workers and peasants .As paraphrased by 

Paolo Abis in his thesis Class struggle, Elitism and Social Collectivism in Ngugi Wa 

Thiong’o’s Devil on the Cross: Marxist Approach , Marx and Engels who in their 

critique of Capitalism, argue that modern society is made up of three different social 

classes which are in constant struggle for economic and political power: the upper 

class, the middle class, and the lower class (18).In this context M, Keith Booker 

states that “Ngugi’s insistence on the class distinction between workers and 

capitalists shows his acceptance of Marxist vision as class warfare”(178). 

Petals is set in a small village that is called Ilmorog which has been 

considered as a center of different classes and is described as: 
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Ilmorog, the scene of the unfolding of this drama, had not always 

been a small cluster of mud huts lived in only by old men and women 

and children with occasional visits from herdsmen. It had had its days 

of glory: thriving villages with a huge population of sturdy peasants 

who had tamed nature’s forests and, breaking the soil between their 

fingers, had brought forth every type of crop to nourish the sons and 

daughters of men.… In those days there were no vultures in the sky 

waiting for the carcasses of dead workers and no insect-flies feeding 

on the fat and blood of un-suspecting toilers (Ngugi 120). 

This city was a shelter of two social classes of the proletariat and the bourgeoisie. 

Kenyan workers and peasants fought against capitalist and neo-colonial forces of 

exploitation .According to Ngugi, in his book Decolonizing the Mind “ the imperialist 

tradition on one hand and a resistance tradition on the other hand”(02).The the proletariat, 

that is, the workers and peasants, in Petals of Blood are represented by Munira who was a 

headmaster of a school in Ilmorog of elementary school  suffered a lot to find teachers, 

Abdulla, Wanja and Karega also belongs to the working class in addition to Nyakinyua . As 

stated by Vishwanath Bite, the grandmother “also has to experience the evils of the 

system. As the new masters of Kenya entrench themselves in Ilmorog, she finds 

herself out of the rhythm of things. She is dispossessed of her land” (06).Each of them 

was exploited by Kimeria, Chui and Mzigo who were known in Ilmorog as businessmen 

with huge investments and African directors of the Theng’eta Brewery, as well as Nderi wa 

Riera, the Member of Parliament for Ilmorog. As Cecilia Addei, Cynthia Osei and Felicia 

Annin in their article Ngugi and Post Colonial Africa: History, Politics and Morality in 

Petals of Blood and Matigari, maintain: 

Chui, Mzigo and Hawkins Kimeria are portrayed as powerful 

businessmen / entrepreneurs and capitalist exploiters who displace 
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genuine but small businessmen like Abdullah and Wanja and deprive 

peasants of their lands. (166) 

For example, Wanja and Abdullah who lost his legs during his participation 

in the liberation movement, and then he decided to establish a small shop in Ilmorog, 

declares that “I wanted to go deep into the country where I would have no reminder 

of so bitter a betrayal” (Ngugi 255). The fore mentioned businessmen tried to 

progress their work through expanding the shop of Abdulla and they decided to 

provide the groups of people who come to Ilmorog with good services from eating, 

drinking and shelter. Then their businesses begun to develop day after day and they 

expand their work to have a shop, butchery, a bar, a beer hall .Unfortunately, the 

local authority destroyed their dream and put the land of Wanja’s grandmother 

(Nyakinyua) in public sale but Wanja did not remain idle and she attempted to 

protect this land and indeed the price was very expensive, she   resorted to some of 

her revenue as well .One of the capitalist exploiters who was called Mzigo bought 

one of Wanja and Abdullah’s new building .Abdullah describes their living 

conditions in this time and he declares that : 

 … all ways , for the poor go one way one way traffic: to more 

poverty and misery. Poverty is sin. But imagine. The poor who are 

held responsible for the sin that is poverty and so they are punished 

for it by being sent to hell. Hell to hell … (284). 

In addition, Wanja has been exploited and oppressed in other occasions. She 

has been raped twice by Hawkins Kimeria to help Kareja’s brother Joseph when he 

felt sick and if she disapproved he could die .She has been exploited by German 

man. Wanja represents post-independent Kenya. She says:  
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As for me, it‘s a game ... of money ... you eat or you are eaten ... And 

now I can go anywhere ... even to their most expensive clubs ... they 

are proud to be seen with me ...even for one night ... and they pay for 

it...  

I have to be hard ... it is the only way...the only way ... Look at Abdullah ... 

reduced to a fruit seller, oranges ... sheepskins ...No, I will never return to 

the hard times ... Never ... Never (293-294). 

Moreover, when the people of Ilmorog confronted some difficulties that 

comprised the aridity that lasted for long period and their disability to bear more has 

faded, they granted the responsibility to the government to solve their problem 

through contacting their representatives in the Parliament, exactly the Member of 

Parliament (M.P.), Nderi Wa Riera. As it is stated by them:  

This place has an M.P. We … elected him to Parliament to represent 

all the … constituency.  Let us send a strong delegation of men, 

women. And children to the big city … we shall see the MP … The 

government is bound to send us help … Otherwise the drought might 

swallow us all (113). 

This man considered as one of those who replaced the British imperialists and 

followed their footsteps in oppressing and exploiting the workers and peasants, 

enriched and empowered themselves by means of the capital system and social 

exploitation that is brought by British colonial and regarded as one of the feature of  

the neo-colonial stage of imperialism (Paolo 25). Nderi Wa Riera exploited the 

Kenyan people through taking the money which was supposed to be used for the 

project of water and utilized it in order to realize his personal interests. Nderi beside 

him Chui, Mzigo and Hawkins Kimeria established the Kiama – Kamwene Cultural 

Organisation (KCO). At first this organization had some aims to accomplish which is 
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to unite the poor and the rich. It is clear that it tended to be as an instrument of 

exploiting the poor and looting their money to fulfill the interests of the organizers. 

Ngugi in his novel resumes: 

The following day he issued a statement promising to explore the 

possibilities of opening up the area for tourism; and of securing loans 

for people in Ilmorog – but only for true Ilmorogians, not outsiders 

sent there by his political enemies to make capital out of the natural 

disasters – to develop their shambus. He would soon launch a giant 

financial project – Ilmorog (KCO) investment and holdings Ltd – as a 

quick means of developing the area. Ilmorog would never be the same 

… (187) 

Revolution is deemed as the appropriate tactic to generate humanity in any 

society where economic relation tops inequality. Thus, the writer should prove his 

existence and do his job by displaying the visible impact of revolution, and the 

process of fixing the communist system. Hence, “This is, perhaps, the crucial sense 

in which Marx understood aesthetics” (101). Ngugi tends to overemphasize this 

point in Petals. According to him: 

 Democracy and justice can only be achieved when the various 

interest groups voice their opposition and fight for them .Until 

democratic-minded Kenyans, workers, peasants, students progressive 

intellectual and others, unite in the most minimum basis of patriotic  

to imperialist foreign domination of our economy , politics and culture 

, things will get worse , no matter who sits on the throne of power .No 

country can consider itself politically independent for as long as 

foreign interest dominate its economy and culture.(qtd in  Paolo 34) 
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Karega who portrayed his revolutionary view, the last refugee came to Ilmorog, 

studied with Munirar in Siriana and then he has been ejected from it because he has 

been recognized as a rebellious one. He conducted some strikes and he worked as an 

assistant teacher in Munira’s School .Karega submitted to Ilmorogian people a solution 

as “The events in Ilmorog lead Karega, through whom the political ideology and 

artistic vision is enunciated, to probe the root cause of the problems and also to 

search for the solution” (MSC 109).He suggested the alliance between the workers 

and peasants against capitalist forces. The proletariat should program a march and 

strike through Ilmorog. He says that:  

The inherited inventive genius of mankind in culture and science is 

put to the use of all lies with the poor, the dispossessed, the working 

millions and the poor peasants equipping themselves with guns, 

swords and organization, to change the conditions of their oppression 

and seize the wealth that rightly belongs to them. ‘Imperialism: 

capitalism: landlords had to be fought consciously, consistently and 

resolutely by all the working people. Tomorrow would be the workers 

and peasants leading the struggle and seizing power to overturn the 

system of all its preying bloodthirsty gods and gnomic angels, 

bringing to an end the reign of the few over the many and the era of 

drinking blood and feasting on human flesh. (344) 

He also shows his rejection and warned the People of Ilmorog specially peasantry 

about the significance of revolution and this point supported in this passage: 

As l sold sheep skins to Watalii l asked myself, how could a Whole 

community be taken in by a few greedy stomachs greedy because they had 

eaten more than their fair share of that which was brought by the blood of the 
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people? And they took a symbol from its original beautiful purpose... and 

they think they can make it serve narrow selfish ends. (112) 

In contrast, Achebe’s ideology," Reformist Agenda", is invited by Anthills  

that covered the events of a post-independent state in Western Africa in 1980’s 

which is Kangan .Achebe’s ideology concentrated on leadership’s failure. In other 

words, leadersare unable to do their job well and also they lack the skills of 

governance .As Ikem, one of the protagonists, asserts in Anthills of the Savannah 

“the prime failure of this government... is the failure of our rulers to reestablish vital 

inner link with the poor and dispossessed of this country, with the bruised heart that 

throbs painfully at the core of the nation's being” (Chinua 144). For instance, the 

state of Kangan was under the rule of Sam who was a young Army Commander and 

became a president without any experience and merit through the help of his friends:  

Ikem Osodi, the editor of the National Gazette and Christopher Oriko, the 

Commissioner of Information and also the former editor of the National Gazette. He 

formed his government exactly his council executive members with the recourse of 

his friends, but those who got these positions do not have any efficiencies. Hence," 

His Excellency" made them always under his command in any matter. Sam and his 

government detached themselves totally from the masses instead of being “the cream 

of our society and the hope of the black race” (02). Sam carries out several crimes 

such as “public executions” (Moussa 36). 

Anthills displays the notion that leaders miss responsibility that resulted in a 

failure in meeting any demands in their office .When Sam tried to become life- 

president, people of Kangan expressed their objection to this idea. Nevertheless, the 

cabinet says that “the people have spoken. Their desire is manifest. You are 

condemned to serve them for life” (5). His Excellency’s proposal for life presidency 
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has been accepted by all Kangan except the Abazonian who suffered from a severe 

dryness. For that Sam punished them and he punished them. He states that:  

“…all the water bore-holes they are digging in your area to be closed 

so that you will know what it means to offend the sun. You will suffer 

so much that in your next reincarnation you will need no one to tell 

you to say yes whether the matter is clear to you or not” (127). 

After that, “a peaceful and goodwill delegation” (16) from Abazon went to 

His Excellency to meet him but he did not accept to meet them and stayed inside his 

palace. As Frantz Fanon states that Sam “presents an example of leader whose 

‘contact with the masses is so unreal that he comes to believe that his authority is 

hated … [and] judges the ingratitude of the masses harshly’” (166). 

Another point to consider is that Achebe’s vision bears the idea that all the 

problems that Africa suffers from are internal rather than external. For instance “ the 

activities of civil servants, urban employees of public corporations and students, 

contribute more in maintaining underdevelopment in African societies than do 

external factors” (MSC 87). In Anthills Achebe says that:  

When your fat civil servants and urban employees of public 

corporations march on May Day wearing ridiculously undersize T 

shirts and school-boy caps… and spouting clichés from other people’s 

histories and struggles, hardly do they realize that in the real context 

of Africa today they are not the party of the oppressed but of the 

oppressor. (159) 

Students had a hand in some problems such as: Tribalism, religious extremism… etc. 

For Achebe, instead of criticizing the leaders they have to improve themselves as 

Ikem declares: 
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…students are in my humble opinion the cream of parasites… Do you not 

buy or sell votes, intimidate and kidnap your opponents just as the 

politicians used to do? ...  Do you not form tribal pressure groups to secure 

lower admission requirements instead of striving to equal or excel any 

student from anywhere? (160).   

In addition, Workers who squandered money, the national leader who want to 

use a Mercedes instead of an official Peugeot 504 when he will leave the hotel as 

well. 

Anthills also reveals one of Achebe’s most important notions of his ideology. 

According to him the military men who are an integral part of a society can resolve a 

lot of problems; it has been proved that the whole flaw lies in the military that loot 

the resources and sow the funds of the country. For example, the state of kangan was 

controlled by military leaders after a coup d’état against civilian government, under 

the heading of Sam in order to destroy the corruption of civilian politicians and 

rebuild a society but he brought about a new government that was just a replica of 

the colonized. As Achebe maintains, “They have the animal capacity to endure the 

pain of, shall we say, domestication. The very words the white master had said in his 

time about the black race as a whole. Now we say them about the poor” (40), the 

cruel way of coup resulted in a lack of good leaders. As Claude Ake maintains, “‘the 

military and democracy are in dialectical opposition ... The military demands 

submission, democracy enjoins participation; one is a tool of violence, the other a 

means of consensus building for peaceful co-existence’” (qtd in Akingbe 03). 

Later, Achebe turns to other factors that hinder the African development, he 

mentions the people and their views about all that happened in their country as the 

coup d’état and other changes that can occur in their government, as it is confirmed 

by David A . Maughan Brown that: 
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Other than depicting bad leadership as being among the elites of an 

independent African country, Achebe has also portrayed how the 

common people contribute to the chaos that already exists in such a 

country .(9) 

The bus driver to Abazon, for instance as quoted by Maughan Brown from M. Keith 

Booker that “‘he acted in such a way ‘abdicates responsible behaviour in a manner 

detrimental to all’” (9) .He bribed the police and this is regarded as illegal:  

Police and army checkpoints came and went fairly regularly and had 

dropped their pretence of looking inside the bus from the forward 

door. Now they took their money openly from the operators with 

seeming good humour on both sides. But the driver and his mate 

never failed to grumble and curse the fellows soon afterward. (207) 

The incident of the taxi driver also illustrates the point of “how the masses endorse 

their condition” (81) .He wanted to override Ikem in the traffic jam and then he 

apologized for that “a battered old Datsun instead of a Mercedes and for driving with 

his own hands instead of sitting in the owner’s corner and being driven” (138). 

Further, a police sergeant who was always drunken , said to Chris that: 

Any ways, the President done disappear.They no fit find am again. 

They say unknown person enter palace and kidnap am. … This 

country ma Waa! I never hear the likeness 

before. Whole President de miss; like old woman de waka for village 

talk say him goat de miss! This Africa na Waa! (179) 

Ikem has been considered as the spokesperson of Achebe’s ideology, as  
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 Dr. Rajkumari Ashalata Deviin remarks “he sees himself as the passionate defender 

of the poor and the dispossessed, so to say, the less-privileged class and the wretched 

of the earth” (52).At first, he did not reveal any connection with the common people 

and he was not interested at all in the problem of Kangan but after meeting the 

delegation from Abazon he involved himself with the ordinary people. Then, 

because of his editorials, he has been expelled from the National Gazette after Sam’s 

doubts that all what Ikem wrote is meant to criticize his authority. In the public 

lecture in the university of Bassa under the title “The Tortoise and the Leopard – a 

political meditation on the imperative struggle” (153), he clearly stated his point of 

view and directed his speech to  all  the people and says “ you must develop the habit 

of skepticism, not swallow every piece of superstition you are told by witch doctors 

and professors… when you rid yourself of these things to our potentiality for 

assisting and directing this nation will be quadrupled” ( 160-161 ).He also preferred 

a peacefull reform as the only solution “the most promising route to success in the 

real world” (99). 

 Through the character of Ikem Achebe proclaimed his total declining of 

Revolution. According to Florence Stratton he “condemns Marxist revolutionary 

theory as presumptuous and narrowly dogmatic in its self-assured prescriptions” 

(164), in his lecture announced that revolution may not bring only “stupidity, 

incompetence, impatience and precipitate action as by doing nothing at all.”(90), he 

also asserts that: 

 

The sweeping, majestic visions of people rising victorious like a tidal 

wave against their oppressor and transforming their world with 

theories and slogans into a new heaven and a new earth of 
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brotherhood, justice and freedom at best grand illusions. The rise 

conquering tide, yes; but after a millennium afterwards, no! New 

oppressors will have been readying themselves secretly in the 

undertow long before the tidal wave got really going. 

Experience and intelligence warn us that man’s progress in freedom 

will be piecemeal, slow and undramatic .Revolution maybe necessary 

for taking a society out of intractable stretch of quagmire but it does 

confer freedom, and may hinder it .Bloody reformist? That’s a term of 

abuse it would be redundant to remind you I have had more than my 

fair share of invoking against others across the years. But I ask 

myself: beyond the pleasant glow that javelin of an epithet certainly 

brings to the heart of the righteous hurler what serious benefit can it 

offer to the solution of our problems? And I don’t see any. Reform 

may be a dirty word then but it begins to look more and more like the 

most promising root to success in the real world. I limit myself to 

most promising rather than only for the simple reason that all certitude 

must now be suspect. 

Society is an extension of the individual. The most we can hope to do 

with a problematic individual psych is to re-form it … 

It had to be the same with society. You re-form it around what it is, its 

core of reality; not around an intellectual abstraction. (99-100) 

Another concern of Achebe in his ideology is anchored in the elite class that 

is seen as the appropriate one for running the affairs of the state. In analyzing 

Anthills in this context, one character of Beatrice, Senior Assistant Secretary in the 

Ministry of Finance who becomes “a captain whose leadership was sharpened more 
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and more by sensitivity to the peculiar needs of her company” (229). After the death 

of Ikem and Chris .In accordance with Nirupa Saikia in his article entitled The Post-

Colonial Reality in Chinua Achebe’s Novels, Beatrice’s recognition of the ordinary 

people is embodied in the naming ceremony of the newborn child of Ikem and Elewa 

where she plays the role of a ritual priestess performing the traditional rites (93).In 

this incident she was given a mission to name this child and Elewa agreed to this 

idea and named her child with a name Amaechina a boy’s name “We shall call this 

child AMAECHINA: May-the path-never-close. Ama for short.... But that's a boy 

name. No matter.... It's a beautiful name. The Path of Ikem…. May it always shine! 

The shining path of Ikem” (222). 

Thus, Ngugi and Achebe proposed solutions to reorder the African society. 

While Ngugi in his vision calls for a complete eradication of Capitalism which 

resulted in class division the proletariats and bourgeoisie and class struggle. In Petals 

there are the working class and peasants and on the other hand the capitalists who 

replaced the British imperialists they empower themselves by means of capital 

system, exploitation and the oppression of the workers and peasants, he puts 

revolution as the appropriate solution that can be proposed to solve Africa’s 

problems, as an end to exploitation and revive Communism. 

Achebe’s reformist Agenda in which he based his notions on the internal 

factors in Africa for example the view of the civil society, he adds also the 

behaviours of some segments of the society such as civil servants, urban employees 

of public corporation and students as well as the role of military men who exploited 

the resources of the country as the case of Kangan in Anthills that became under the 

rule of military after a coup d’état but Achebe concentrated more on the issue of 

leadership.  
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Chapter Three                                                                                    

Prescribing Remedies for the Battered Continent 

In Petals of Blood and Anthills of the Savannah, Ngugi and Achebe are 

evidently interested in solving the problems inflicting newly independent African 

States. This common inclination is explicitly represented in their opposing views. On 

one hand, Ngugi embraced a Marxist ideology that encourages revolution as the only 

solution for transformation and distorting Capitalism. On the other hand, Achebe’s 

Reformist Agenda is based on solving the internal problems and emphasizes on 

leadership. The obvious point is that Ngugi and Achebe differ in their ideologies and 

exactly in some remarkable issues that are: the worth of class analysis; the status of 

dependency in Africa’s underdevelopment and the role of leadership in social 

change. 

This chapter will investigate the solutions that are proposed by Ngugi and 

Achebe to reorder the African society and analyses social classes, Africa’s economic 

dependency, and the role leadership in social change according to Ngugi and 

Achebe. It displays the contrasts in the interpretations they gave about these issues. 

Since the passion of Ngugi is Marxism and Achebe’s, in contrast, is 

embodied in peaceful reform this chapter discuss the remedies in the two writers 

prescribe for overcoming African crisis in Petals and Anthills under the framework 

of Marxist and Post colonialist approaches. It aims to find out the existing 

similarities and differences   between their interpretations in their works.  
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Ngugi on the one hand has specific interest with class analysis, according to 

MSC Okolo he “views class conflicts (the antagonism between capital and labour), 

as a key factor in understanding contemporary African politics” (125) .Capitalists are 

known as the exploiter of the workers, but if the workers are aware of the strength 

they have this exploitation will never exist .In Petals if workers wanted to live 

descent life without exploitation they have had to consolidate with each other. The 

government saw that any equilibrium of class forces will be a direct risk to its 

authority for that it tried to hinder the revolt of workers through knowing their 

weakness and strength points which are embodied in the arresting of Karega.  

 Normally, the state after independence should serve its citizens and manage 

their affairs but the opposite those in authority they run for their behalf and engaged 

in gathering wealth .In Petals the MP for llmorog ,Nderi , as stated by  Djiby Diaw  

in his thesis Elitismin NgugiWa Thiong’o’s Devil on the Cross and Patals of Blood 

“Beside Kimeria, we can name Nderi wa Riera who is Ngugi's prototype of the new 

politician who, instead of seeking to reform the system, uses political office for 

personal ends and remembering his electorate only when an election is 

approaching”(18) and this  point is well stated in this passage from  Petals : 

Who was their MP? A heated exchange would follow. Some could not 

remember his name. They had heard of mm during the last elections. 

He had visited the area to ask to be given votes. He had made several 

promises. He had even collected two shillings from each household in 

his constituency for a harambee water project and a ranching scheme. 

But they had hardly seen him. Since Nderi wa Rieraa, that was the 

name; somebody remembered. What was an MP? A new type of 

government agent? But why had he needed votes? Even such a talk 
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would make Munira fidgety. He would ask yet other questions hoping 

for a conversation that would not make demands on him to choose this 

or that position in politics .(18) 

In this context, Djiby Diaw  says that “The relationship between the elite and the 

masses can be summed up by the elite's over-assessment of itself and its contempt 

and lack of concern for the poor masses”(37).he also evidenced  that by quoting from  

 "The Indigenous for National Developmenf' by G.O. Onibonoje, Kole Omotoso and 

O.A. Lawal: 

Some elite ideas about the poor masses: 

1. We have not made them poor and, therefore, their condition 

Of poverty is none of our business;  

2. They are poor because they lack intelligence, imagination, 

enterprise or capacity for work, or a combination ofail or some 

of these attributes; 

3. They cannot even be helped by any weil meaning person or 

groups  of persons because, in their ignorance, they won't even 

know who their friends, as opposed to their enemies, are; 

4. They are so many that any serious initiative on the part of 

Our  govemments to improve their lot would strain the 

resources of the state to breaking point; 

5. They do not deserve much more than they are getting 

because oftheir low productivity; 

6. Putting too much money in the hands of the poor, who are basically 

consumers, would lead to severe inflation and national economie 

disaster (37-38) 
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Second, Ngugi overemphasizes on the point that a society under capitalism which is 

according to Ngugi in Marxist term “…a system from Western countries, a system 

favouring the few to the detriment of the majority, a system that is the root cause of 

the troubles of the masses and rejects it as an enemy to Africa” (Djiby 06).For 

instance, in Petals the poor and the powerless took oath to save the rich and their 

property that is in fact theirs. 

Also, Ngugi focused on the   interest of others’ wellbeing and to shun the 

inordinate pursuit of self-interest. Karega identifies the evils of an unregulated 

market economy in the overemphasis on the self-first, individual competitiveness, 

grab-all mentality, the commoditization of labour. To counter this, he sees the 

workers’ and peasants’ revolt as a required condition whereby civil society might 

enforce a new ethos in which equity, justice, fairness, transparency, accountability 

and common respect for the dignity of all life are the codes of public conduct and the 

basis for social, economic and political relations. Karega is convinced that the 

communal ethos – fraternity, co-operation for common ends – is the sustaining force 

of African societies. It is not surprising, then, that the African condition almost every 

African head of state professes to have at least some concern about guaranteeing 

social justice and human dignity. 

On the other hand, Achebe opposed Ngugi flatly .According to Okolo, Achebe 

“suggests that the argument for violent revolution overlooks man’s disposition to 

surprise. Mankind may react in a completely opposite manner from what is expected 

of it” (130). In Anthills, Ikem stated the reasons behind declining the idea of 

revolution. First, there is no existing unity between the oppressed and this point 

considered as something impossible to happen due to the fact that the oppressed is 

formed in different groups such as: workers, peasants, the poor, the unemployed, and 
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even students, they are oppressed distinctly. It can be remarked that they have 

diverse interests. Second, the possibility of the emergence of new oppressors from 

the oppressed after the victory is something that the revolution cannot guarantee. It 

has been observed through history that all governments characterized by “a harsh, 

repressive system of administration” (84). Third, Africa’s need to be modernized is 

an evolutionary change instead of a revolutionary one .Fourth, despite the fact that 

the peasants have a great importance among all groups, they are ignored in the 

government affairs .In addition the oppressed can be the oppressor at the same time 

.i.e., the oppressed one can be seen an oppressor in the eyes of another oppressed 

person. As evidenced by Okolo that “Ikem sees an orthodox ideology, such as 

ushering in a revolution to institute a proletarian government as the grand solution to 

all African problems, as incapable of conferring the kind of freedom necessary for 

the achievement of an enduring political transformation ”(83) 

Concerning the problems of dependency and underdevelopment in Africa 

Ngugi asserts that“ Today, in Africa ,we are harvesting the bitter fruit of capitalist 

and colonialist policy of divide and rule, and those of the colonial legacy of uneven 

development…now there are only two tribes  in :“ the haves” and the “have 

nots”(XVII), he describes  capitalism as  an unfair system . He views it as the root 

reason of the political and economic problems that influenced postcolonial African 

states .In Petals, nevertheless workers get a modicum income they spend it for the 

colonialists, on “useless things of the foreigners” (Ngugi 123). The economic drive 

behind Ilmorog's prosperity is the Theng'eta drink that old Nyakinyua perfected, 

which the bourgeoisie bought off with foreign capital. Further, Nderi represents the 

idea that African leaders still have economic relations with the former colonial 

power. According to Okolo “to address this situation, there is a need to discontinue 
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economic relations with the former colonial powers, to erase capitalism from African 

economies, and to hand over the control and resources of the state to the workers and 

the peasants – the actual producers” (132). However, Achebe differs extremely in 

this point from Ngugi; he rejected the notion of capitalism as being anti-democratic. 

He says that the African should do not “heap all our problems on the doorstep of 

capitalism and imperialism” (158). Through Ikem he ordered kangan people to stop 

blaming capitalism and imperialism for their entire problem as “our modish 

radicals…do” (159) .Then he insisted on the refocusing on the internal problem. 

Hence, “The attitude of corrupt and incompetent African governments is crucial in 

perpetuating the political environment where it is impossible to achieve any form of 

development” (133). Achebe’s biggest focus is on leaders within the internal 

problems, and he “believes that the lack of commitment of political office-

holders/seekers to identifying the nation’s problems and finding solutions to them 

hinders political development” (71). In Anthills, Sam became ‘His Excellency’ 

without any qualification o experience in governance and this resulted in confronting 

difficulties and problems in forming their government so they turned to the west. 

Achebe “sees this unwillingness to accept and assume responsibility for internal 

shortcomings as a key factor keeping Africa dependent and underdeveloped, a result 

not of helplessness but, rather, the unwillingness of leaders to accept their 

responsibilities and act as role models” (133).In Anthills Ikem refers also to the flaws 

of different sections such as civil servants and students who do some activities that 

hinder in one way or another the development of Africa. 

 The last point that Ngugi and Achebe differ in is concerned with the role 

leadership in social change.  Ngugi links the issue of leadership to the controller of 

the state’s resources and he raises the question of who control that resources whether 
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the producers or the owners of capital but the fact is that the non producer who 

enjoys the resources instead of the producers live poverty in extreme situations. In 

Petals, the case of political office-holders, exactly Nderi, under a capitalist regime 

use their position to entrench structures of domination which enable them to convert 

their offices into ‘looting’ centres at the expense of the welfare of the people and“ 

This creates a wide margin between power-holders and the people, which works 

against the achievement of economic prosperity, self-fulfillment, social development 

and political  stability”(134) .In Karega’s words, “the Kingdom of man and woman 

… joying and loving in creative labour ” (344).In contrast, Achebe presents this 

issue in a distinct way .For him, for transforming the African society and solving its 

problem  the issue of leadership needs to be concentrated on and as  stated by U 

zoechi Nwagbara in his article Fabricating Unease: Intertextuality,The Nation and 

Intellectual Leadership Crisis in Achebe’s No Longer at Ease that “African leaders 

have been blamed for the colour of leadership  on the continent; this is also the case 

in Nigeria, where politics has  been reduced to mere zero-  sum game, the winner- 

Takes -it-all kind of  enterprise.”(244). In Anthills, Sam illustrates this issue that 

leaders who “should create a new order that will ensure that the interests of 

minorities and other disadvantaged and peripheral groups are protected” (M.S.C 135) 

Therefore, Achebe and Ngugi differ in their ideologies regarding the worth of 

class analysis; the status of dependency in Africa’s underdevelopment and the role of 

leadership in social change. They diverge in the points that Capitalism is responsible 

for leading Africa to underdevelopment .While Achebe leans to classless society and 

rejected the idea of revolution. Ngugi does not give much attention to the issue of 

leadership though Achebe listed it as one of the important issue in African societies.    
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Conclusion: 

In the present work, we have tried to show the historical and social 

background of Ngugi Wa Thiong’o and Chinua Achebe, the influences of many 

thinkers and writers on both of them during the colonial and the pre-independent era 

and how they affected the writers’ careers and ideologies. 

Before writing their works that are under the study Ngugi and Achebe, they 

lived in distinct social and historical situations that impacted their thinking latter. On 

the one hand Ngugi has been influenced by the Mau Mau during the colonial period 

which changed his thoughts from nationalism to revolution; history and 

Africanization have a hand in altering his view, as well as the fact that he has been 

affected by many thinkers and writers such as Frantz Fanon. 

 On the other hand, Achebe was influenced by the most important historical event in 

his country which is the Nigerian Civil War that took place in the pre-independent ear .As 

such he leaned to a political party known as the people’s Redemption Party that had a 

role in his career. In addition, T.S Eliot and Joyce Cary the most prominent writers 

influenced Achebe. 

Ngugi’s ideology that is based on Marxist Aesthetics is interested in the 

effects of Capitalism such as Class division that resulted in class struggle and 

favoured revolution as the only solution for political and economic liberation .In 

other words, revolution regarded as the possible way to destroy Capitalism and 

bringing about Communism. Then moves to Ngugi’s Work Petals which is the 

embodiment of his ideology, it shows the distinct classes in Ilmorog the workers and 

peasants and those are exploited by capitalists who replaced the British imperialists 



41 

 

 

they empower themselves by means of capital system, exploitation and the 

oppression of the workers and peasants,  

On the other hand, Reformist Agenda that is hold by Achebe in which he is 

based his notions on the internal factors in Africa for example the view of the civil 

society, he adds also the behaviours of some segments of the society such as civil 

servants, urban employees of public corporation and students as well as the role of 

military men who exploited the resources of the country as the case of Kangan in 

Anthills that became under the rule of military  after a coup d’état but Achebe 

concentrated more on the issue of leadership.  

Therefore, Achebe and Ngugi differ in their ideologies regarding class 

division; the status of dependency in Africa’s underdevelopment and the role of 

leadership in social change. They diverge in the points that Capitalism is responsible 

for leading Africa to underdevelopment .While Achebe leans to classless society and 

rejected the idea of revolution. Ngugi does not give much attention to the issue of 

leadership though Achebe listed it as one of the important issue in African societies.    

As a future prospect, this present study may be useful in the field of African 

postcolonial studies for additional fulfillment for the shared bonds between African 

postcolonial writers also their interests and concerns to resolve the problems that 

Africa confronted after independence. 
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